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THE MOUNTAIN IF,

| [Copyright, 18, by the Autbor.)
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~ your dear
. fine doll upon your birthday nor any
. metted purse with a goldpiece inside.”

% Matilda tossed her head and shook
4 herself so hard as to sot her broad, blue
snsh aflaunt in nurse's face. It is no
waonder she shook out two of the eurls

) “There! Now that hasall to be done
pan e over, and the carriage may come for you
B at any minute!" nurse cried despair-
- ingly. "'Oh, Miss Matilda, how could

I you, when you know godmamma hates
B LT nopunctunlity next to mortal sins?'’
W 1 ghall hate her and you and every-
g D thing about the day,”’ Matilda said,
- aEy ~ twitohing out of nurse's hands. *‘But 1
am not afraid,”” she went on, “It is

Just your way of frightening me. Ever

*  since I was big enough to talk you have
~ been telling me, ‘If you do that," ‘If yon
: do not do this,' If—I hate ifs. Besides,
. thereis no need of them. Iam very
- pretty. You know it, though you will

S
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. notsay it. Godmamma must give me
. aik things. There is no one else she can

ﬁ.’ v give them to.”’

e *'Oh, you misguided child! If youn do

5 4 not mend your ways''— nurse began,

b but stopped and gave all her strongth to
g the curling iron. She had caught the
~ roll of wheels and knew the carriage
was at the gate, She knew, too, the

- poachman had orders never to wait long-
~  erthan three minates for Matilda to
~ ocome down.

' **Remember, you lose everything if'"'—
she began afresh as she hustled her
charge down stairs and out upon the
- stepa. Matilda gave herself a flouncing
~ shake which set curls and ribbons flying
a8 she answored with a scowl:
Pk “Do stop that! I tell you I cannot
- bear another word. "’
“Willful, willful! Idon’t know what
" will become of her, "’ nurse said, sighing
~ deeply ns she watched the enrriage Lowl

. away. It was fine and trig, with sleek
~  homses and spanking silver mounted
.~ barness. Mme. Jansen, Matilda's god-
mamma, had heaps of money and liked

. mothing so well as to spend it in mak-

a show.

_ "'She is big enongh to know better. A
= girl rising 14 is very nearly a woman, "’
|~ Nurse Elspeth went on, ‘“‘but she is

*  motherless, poor dear, and has been hu-

" mored and spoiled all ber life! Mme.
~ Jansgn has done much of the spoiling,

that will not make her nny more

g twith it. If Matilda should set
AR -';E',' ‘m in a rage''—
~ ““Well, and what if she should?"' sorae-
'\ thing said over her shoulder. Elspeth
1 gave acry. There was nothing alive in
{°  sight but a wicked, wise looking old
" raven, hopping atong from mil to #ill us
“though in search of crimbs. Something
ghe did not in the least understand im-
pelled her to answer as though a human
- being had spoken.
i “‘It means ruin to my nurseling. She
has been broaght up in loxury, yet will
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i "0, YOU MISGUIDED CHILD]"

. bave next to nothing from her father
¥ that the new wife has borne him
"

- Maybe it was her fancy that she heard

soarse chuckle. What is boyond dis-
te is that tho raven flew away.
q - - - - - -

~ Matilda sank back upon the soft oar- !
e oushions with a thrill of delight.

me. She ought to be vary happy to
‘mo for her heiress, and I am sure 1
take care to be very happy in what
_h.[“”

you get it,"" something said
h the window. Matilda started

- | By MARTHA M'CULLOCH WILLIAMS

‘Remember, now, Miss Matilda,** high, stony mountain, so steep and wild
 Nurse Elspeth said impressivply, ‘*if looking she grew deadly afraid.
. youdo not behave prettily and show
bronght up you will get no

|

window her haughtiness
They were going, not along the broad,
emooth highway she knew so well, but
over a rough, rutted road, that led up a

“You have lost the way. You had
better give mo the reins ' you can dono
better than this,”” she called loftily to
the conchman, Finding that he did not
answer nor heed her tugs upon the check
string, she thrust her head out of the
window and screamed to him: *‘Stopl
Turn around! I will tell madam if youn
don’t!"”
). “If—ha, ha! She talks of ifs here on
the mountain If, " she heard a hoarse
voice cry, and, for all her fright, she
noted that the coachman was in deep
gleep nnd that a big, black raven sat
grimnpeing and jeering at his elbow.
When she tried to open the carringe
door, the bird flew against it and seemed
to hold it fast. *'Cagme an, to the very
wp; you must!" ghe heard it say. Then
it seemed to her she, too, fell into an
enchanted sleep,

She could neither move nor cry out,
though she saw and heard more plainly
than ever, As the carriage climbed up
and up every jar and jolt of it ran
through her like a knife. By and by,
when she had been carried to a great
height, the motion stopped. Everything
melted away. She wasalone in a orystal
prison, jost outside and beneath which
sho saw the most entrancing things—
now a magnificent garden, now a house
finer than a castle, now fruits and flow-
erd, now jewels, laces, pictures. But
they did not rouse her to covetonsness
like the toys and games and the milk
white pony, with shining, new capari-
son, that came in their wake. “Oh, oh,
I must have them; I willl There is the
doll I have always wanted. Her name
shall be Lady Hildegnrd, and the pony
is white as a May blogsom. Of course 1
shall eall it after the flowers. Thero is
the frock I want, too, and the ring for
my birthday. Madam must eare a great
deal for me to be at such trouble to
please me nll unawares. "

“8o you like what you see?’ the
hoarse voice demanded, Though Matilda
could not see the raven, she was con-
#cions of a black, fleeting shadow along
the crystal. **Yes, I like it all more
than I can eay,’' she answered, quite
forgetting her terrors in the eager joy
of possession,

*“Then why don't you take it all? Try
it,"” the voice again cried. Matilda
reached out her arms.  Next minuto she
gave a scream.  Her bhands had struck
against the hard, cold erystal. All she
had ever wished for, all she cared for,
was on the other side of it, and she
could tonch nothing. Defiantly she rais-
ed her foot and kicked with all her
might againgt the wall, It stood un-
shivered, olear as the air itself, but
proof against all her puny’efforts,
““Where am I? Why will yon not give
me what I'want?'' she ealled breathless-
Iy, and all about her she heard trills of
elfin langhter.

“You are on the mountain If. We
told you that at first,'’ the voice cried,
and this time Matilda fancied there
were many fine notes under it.  *“The
mountain If," it went on, ‘'Know, lit-
tle girl, that is the mountain which
really stands’ between you mortals and
destruction. You think otherwise. It
soems to yon to guard the portals of
There is no way around nor
over it, but the truly brave can pass
straight through it."’

“‘Tall me how,"”" Matilda cried enger-
ly, her eyes on the milk white pony,
which whinnied in friendly fashion and
flicked its new saddle with its long sil-
vor tail as though inviting her to
mount. The langhing had ceased. The
voice, too, had lost some of its mockery
when it went on, ‘“Yon must pass the
mountain If through the door of En-

deavor. "’
- - - - - . L
“Why, I believe the child has fallen

asleep!"’ Mme, Jansen said when the
conchman had opened the carringe door.
Madame was smiling to herself as thongh
in high good humor. She was n slight
old lady, with keen cyes and a beak
nose, who, some folk said, had dealings
with black magic. But as she was so

rich and they said it in a whis-
g.' ghe was never known to do
to any one, although her proteges

throve amazingly. She was dressed all
in black, as shiny and glossy as any
raven's nmew coat, and she dmglad a
beantiful gold ring, wrought in forgoet-
menots, from her finger and led by a
noew checkrein exactly sach a white
pony as Matilda had seen upon the oth-
er side of the crystal wall

“Come, wake up! My carriage must
be well cushioned to let yon sleep so
soundly, "’ madame repeated, pinching
Matilda's cheek. Matilda wns by this
time very wido awake. Sho scramblen
out in the most childish fashion, quite
forgetting all the dignified young lady
airs she had meant to assume, flung her
arms first about godmamma’s neck, then
abont the white pony's and snid as she
stroked its.soft onrs, *Was it truly a
dream, godmamma, or arp you, after
all, a witch?"’

“Believe whatever you like, my
dear,”’ madamo said, with a sly smile.
**Oomé in the honsenow. Iwantto find
out if you are the same naughty girl you
were this moming."’

"Indeed I am not. But how did you
know?'* Matilda nsked, elinging fast to
madame's hand,  And madame smiled, n
soft, chuokling, coutented smile, ns she

=

— ———

GROWING MUSHROOMS,

Growing mushrooms is a simpler
thing than many suppose. Mushrooms,
in point of faot, can be raised in a va-
riety of situations besides under the
greenhouse benches, Any person with a
cellar, stable, outhouss or pit where an
even temperature of 66 to 65 degrees can
be maintained can grow them, At lenst
this is the statoment of a Pennsylvania
grower who submitted his methods to
n state club not long ngo. The Philadel-
phin Ledger reported on his address ns
follows:

* The vsnnl method is to make o hot-
bed o foet or more in depth of fresh ma-
nure from the horse stable and plang
the mushroom spawn in this wedinm;
then cover the bed with about two
inches of good garden soil. In from five
to mix weeks the mushrooms will com-
mence to appear, and the bed will keep
on beuring for months, Caro must bo
taken that the manure is fresh and that
it is prepared by two or three turnings,
at intervals of 48 hours, to bring it
down to the proper temperature provious
to making it into the bed. After the bed
is formed to the proper depth it is beaten
down flrmly and left alone for a day or
#0. The temperature will commence to
rise at first, but will not remain long
above 100 degrees. As soon as it falls
again to 00 degrees or below the bed
gbhould be spawned.

The muehroom spawn i8 sold in bricks
or onkes, und these have to be broken
into pieces tho size of a walnot and in-
gerted in the manure just under the sur-
face at intervals of about nine inches,
and then the bod is pressed down and
smoothed over, The covering of soil is put
on about eight or ten days aftor spawn-
ing. All the growers consider this in-
terval important. If the bed wore cover-
ed immediately, it would canse the ma-
uure to heat again to above 90 degrees
and kill the spawn, but after the eighth
or tenth day there is no danger.

A bed may be made of avy size, largo
or small, ns the mushrooms will grow
equally well in eitber. The beds may
be made on the floor and flat or ridged,
against the wall, about three feet wido
and of ooy desired length. The mush-
room thrives best in an even, moist tem-
perature of 57 degrees, and where this
onn be maintained there will bo no diffi-
enlty in raising plenty of musghrooms,

They can be grown from October to
May indoors and outdoors in ridges
protected by boards daring April, May,
June, September, Ootober and Novem-
ber. An out of doors pit or cellar would
be an excellent place to grow this crop,
but it woald require artificinl heat dar-
ing the winter months, except during
mild weather. The pipes would go in
the first thing, of conrso—say four inch
hot water pipes around the pit. Make a
flooring above the pipes about foor
inches clear and build the bed on this
in the usual way. The best guidebooks
on this subject are *'Mushrooms; How
to Grow Them," by William Falconer,

and ““Mushroom Culture,'' by William
Robinson, the latter being an English
work. The former was written for the
olimatio conditions of the United States.

Bedding ¥or Horses.
It is n common practice for livery-
men to nse sawdpst as bedding for
borses whera that is abundant and straw
is bard to get. Buot if you raise grain
we should advise yon to save what is
poeded for bedding, no matter though
the sawdust be offered free. Sawdust
with wanure makes it very hard to rot.
much more o0 than is straw, though
both, being carbon, have scarcely any
manarial value, Market gardeners ob-
ject to having sawdust in manuro piles,
thongh they niways compost their ma-
nure beforo using., 16 I8 better to use
either badding as cconomically as possi-
ble, and without doubt Jong straw bed-
ding can bo used with less waste than
can sawdust, partly because it is less
absorptive. The excremoent, either liguid
or solid, passes through the straw with-
out doing moro than discolor it, So by
shaking out and drying the straw onn
be used repeatedly until it has rotted
and broken up, The liguid manure is
best saved, not by absorbent bedding,
but by a layer of three or fonr inches of
wood loam underpeath the horse or
cow. This also is much better for horses'
feot than standing on hard floors, cither
of wood or concrvte, A little chopped
straw lying on this earth will provent
the onimal from being soiled with it
The earth flooring should be cleanad ont
once n week ond roplaced with pew.
With the excroment it hns absorbed it
will then be quite rich, butif the lonm is
soarce it may be dried and nsed repeat-
edly until it has absorbed all it is capa-
ble of holding.—American Cultivator.

Mannring For Wheat.

I know of no way in whioh groater
effeots can be gotten from o small
amount of stable manure than in thin'
applications upon the surface of ground
being prepared for whest. When ap-

lied in this way, its mechanioal effect
f- equal to its fertilizing power. Har-
rowing and draggiog fine it and leave
ftas & muleh on the surface, and it
belps to insure a stand of plants, Most
goils have sufficient fertility to mnke n
big yield of whent if a good fall growth
of plants can be gotten, Thin soils
usually fail beenuse they cannot foreo a
gitrong growth before winter, A light
cont of manure on the surfuco starts tho
wheat and lessous the danger of heav-
ing by frost. The idea that stabla ma-
nure gshould be plowed under for wheat
{s abandoned by most farmers, The
common mistake now is to nee too muoh
of the small supply of manure on small
flelds near the barn for spring ecrops,
when larger, though more remote, re-
turns would be gotten by top dressing
all thin land that s seeded to wheat

answered: ’
“‘Perhape a bird told me. Anyway, it

does not wmaster, '’
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A Sample of

That will thrill your blood is
given in our new Serial by Paul
Leicester Ford

The Great K. & A.
Train Robbery

It is full of lively incidents and

. dramatic situations, and the
scene above depicted is only one
of many that are extremely ex-
citing. You should

Read It in This Paper

Che Great R. & H.
Crain Robbery
By Paul Leicester Ford

Is a story that will please you if you like
an exciting, well sustained narrative.
The characters are realistic and lifelike

and the plot is intensely dramatic. You
may read

Che @Great R. § A.
Crain Robbery

e Tn This Paper Only

A Close Call

There are lots of close calls and halr

breadth escapes in our new
and exciting Serial

The Great K. & A.
Train Robbery

By Paul Leicester Ford

and grass, —Uor, Farm and Fireside,
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The Dieteic and Hygienic Gazete |

For July, 1896, says:

have given aenrn of
B cocou and ¢

keeper and caterer,”

“Warter Bager & Company, of Dorchestar, Mass,

study to the ekillful Eu tion ‘of
ocolate, and Knu devised ot -
tems pocaliar to their methods of treatment, whereby
pummumbuny. and highest nutrient characteristics are
retained, Thelr preparations are known the world over,
and have recelved the highest indorsements from the
medical practitioner, the nurse; and the intelligent house-

Consumers should ask for and be sure that they get
the genuine goods, made at DorouestTer, MASS.

WALTER BAKER & CO., Limited,

-

inery and

“WHERE DIRT GATHERS, WASTE RULES.”
GREAT SAVING RESULTS FROM THE USE OF

SAPOLIO

‘horen (S, V
ind all disean

itehin

L3

ler, Heart,

Drs. B., S, & Co.

The Celebrated Specialist,

will be at

WILDERMUTH HOUSE, OW0SSO
Tuesday, Mch, 23d, 1897.

ONE DAY ONLY, EAGH MONTH,

Consultation and Examination Free and
Strictly Centidential,

DRS. B., §. & CO,, dovote thelr attontion %0
Discuses of 1he Kye, ‘Fiar, Throat and L
Astbmu aod Consumption, and all Chronio,
ote and Nervous Diseases,

Deformitles, Grana-

lated Lids, Cross Eye, Denfnoss, Discharge of
the Fars, Bronchitls, Obronic Cough, Uulu'ailrh
ueck,) Fever Sores sod Ulcers, B L's

cane, Hheumatism, all disenses of K nnd

leers, Fistuln—wbich are often

Unsurpassed and choap.

) d s 1 snd Nervous Disenses,
itus Dance), Gencral Debility, Scrofuls, Skin Disecasos, diseases of men and Women,
es due 1o bud blood.
EP JLEPSEY OR FITS positively cured by s new and never faillng romedy.

D 11, 8, & Co. muke 8 spocialty of all form of Iecta)l Discases, Plles—internal and extornal
| nnd  bleoding, R»omlwﬁ c
I'rouble, wll oured. Remamber wo oure all forms of Piles without pain or interruption or detentd
from business, and without the use of knife, cauntic or Hguture,
TO YOUNG
Impotenoy—Lost Mu
vr overindulpenee (o later yoars, given permanent rolief,
vontidential.
TUMORS AND CANCERS cured without uelds, knife, paln or sear.

CATARRH. New home ireatment
every cise of Dyspepsin, Siok Hosduco, Piles, Tape Worm sod Striotire.

taken® for Nervous

Come nnd be covinesd,
lngDLE AGED AND OLD MEN Suffering from Spers eto "
nhood—or from wealness brought on from errors or Indiseretions in yout
Absoluto gures guarantoed, Striowly

New methods.
GUARANTER to cure

FE We will give spocial attention to difloult owsos atd (o cuses other physiolans have faaled

iy express with full lustruotions how to be taken
«ted several years s'nee with o onpltal of 80 000, henco you take no chances {f you employ them,
by wre responsible and well known. Address,

o gure.  Porsons applyiog for trestment will pleaso bring two or three ounces of urine for snaly.
Those who sro unab o to osll, ean write full partioulars of their caso and have medieine sont
§¥ The firm of Drs. B, 5. & Co. Wis Incorpor

DRS. B., S. & CO., Lock Box 160, Muskegon, Mi
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‘wodd and Plant Catalogue,

Contains

a@ll that's New and Good, Always Reliable.

The GUidB] One packet either Wonderfal Branch«
I
and YOUR CHOICE )  Glory or Pansy Choice mixed for

ng Aster, New Japan

Morning

16¢

Two packets 250., three packets 30e. Full retail price 45 cts.

Vick’s Nlustrated Monthly Magazine

which tells

how to grow Plants, Flowers and Vegetables, and is up

to date on these subjects, for 3 months, the

Guide and

One packet of Beeds (named above) for 25 cents,

Every Tenva Person sending an Order a3 above will reccive a
Coupon geod for GO cents’ worth of Seeds.

When ordering state whore yon saw this adv, and we will send & packet of

Uholee Flower Sevds freo.

JAMES VICK’S SONS,

ROCHESTER, N. Y.

\VICK'S ILLUSTRATED.
: $1.00

IT is the most :tahvlrt‘—md unswerving Repu
lished today and can always be relied upon for fair and honest re- g

—THE—

ports of all political affairs,

The Weekl
and

It is Morally Clean, and as a Family Paper is Without a Peer.

Inter Ocean Supplies All of the
Best of Current Literature,

MONTHLY:: MA

'... OO0 RORONANNORNO0O0OIDORIOSIDVIRN0O00N0RIR00ONS

e $1.00:
W EEKLY INTER OCEAN.

The Greatest Republican Paper of the West.
blican Weekly pub. e

Nﬂuiﬂg

Its Literary Columns are equal
to those of the best magazines. |

A~ Its Youth's Department is the

It brings to the family the News of the Entire World and gives
the best and ablest discussions of all questions
Inter Goean gives twelve

Lions of

Thlhll‘uul Sunday Edl-
the best of thelr kind, . . .

ﬂ“e.‘ of!u k‘"" - & 8 " s 8 0
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Price of Bun by syuvasen
Daily and m!u by mall,......

Inter Ocean are

ot Teadty marter sooh weet
ng_matter onel

and belng pablkhed In ohlu’:o 18 better adapted to the neads of

the pooplo west of tho Alleghany Mountains than any othar papor.

Price of Dail .7 11 A
Ja” mal

anay

o) per your
00 per yoar

0 per yoar
Address THE INTER OCEAN, ctluto.j
S0NS000000000000000004000000008000000000000000000




